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Facilitating Peer Study Groups to Improve Student Performance in
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Courses

A concept map visually represents the issue or situation you want to explore. In the sample provided here the CLIP wanted to
understand the peer study needs of students in STEM courses and to provide an environment to support these needs. This map shows
the CLIP’s initial ideas when the CLIP started its inquiry. Some of their knowledge came from a previous CLIP.

3 Sample Concept Map

         Module

Previous inquiry finding 1:
Student participation in
instructor-led discussion
sessions correlates somewhat
positively with test score and
homework completion rates.

Inquiry focus
What are the peer study needs of
STEM students, and how can
those be addressed?

Way to help students:
Faculty create formal peer
study groups and assign
students to them.

Previous inquiry finding 2:
Some students who
attended faculty
discussion sessions took
the information to friends
in informal study groups.

Student action:
Students join informal
peer study groups if
they wish and if they
find one.

Student needs:
Students need
opportunities to join
peer study groups.

Way to help
students: Faculty
or students inform
students of informal
peer study groups.


